
Axe the Housing Act meeting 14 January– action points

- Act is stalled, government says it is dropping pay to stay (for now) but still intends to pursue the end of secure tenancies. There is a proposal for a new housing white paper.

- a legislation group is meeting to discuss what housing laws are needed. All welcome. Plan is a questionnaire to Axe campaigners to gather ideas for a "People's White Paper" on housing. Contact Chris via info@axethehousingact.org.uk

- all agreed to support Stand Up to Racism demo on Sat 18th March, with Axe the Housing Act banner, and encourage other housing groups to join us

- Southwark campaigners are pushing for a public meeting as Islington and Camden councils have held, and are asking Council to commit to opposing to the Act and the end of secure tenancies. 

- Islington - there was a well-attended meeting and everyone signed the open letter to London mayor Sadiq Khan. Holloway prison: campaigners want to influence what will happen to the land once the prison is demolished. Please support the vigil on 18th Feb outside the resource centre. 

- New Cross, Lewisham - Campaigners are needed to help raise awareness locally - please get in touch if you can help knocking on doors and talking to people 28 Jan

- agreed it is key to keep up the pressure on local councils as much as possible, alongside grassroots activities aimed at informing local people and getting them involved, such as stalls and door knocking

- please share campaign posts and link up as much as possible on social media

-  we need to fight this on all fronts - important to link up the issues with NHS, anti austerity, anti racism, homelessness, low-paid work

- attend NHS demo on 4th March 

- 1300 people now on the email list – contact Eileen if you want to be put in touch with campaigners in your area

- write to local and national papers as much as you can

- John to write a press release to send out to the press

- the CWU are in the process of raising awareness about the possible effects of the H&PA on their members, especially members who live in council housing. Union branches can affiliate/support the Axe campaign by raising a motion and donation
 
- Does anyone have links with the Big Issue? - it could be a good contact point. 

- Lobby of Housing Minister in Croydon. Good stall 7 Jan with very positive response with local people. Next stall 11 Feb meet 10.45am East Croydon station.  Plan to have a demonstration at Gavin Barwell’s office - details to follow. 

- Mail out of Axe the Housing Act Autumn statement to MPs, Lords, councils, unions.If you can help stuff envelopes let Eileen know. Eileen will draft a cover letter to go with the statement and send around for comments.

- Get everyone you can to sign the letter to the London Mayor, which will be given to him in March – it’s on www.axethehousingact.org.uk

- Meeting for Housing association resident and staff on 30th Jan. 7pm at Unite offices Holborn, to pull together a network

- I, Daniel Blake screening on Thurs 2nd Feb at the Genesis Whitechapel - Ken Loach will be there!  £4.50; tickets call 020 7780 2000 or www.genesis.co.uk. Spread invite far and wide. Come early if you can to help with stall, collection etc

- Can anyone hep to organise a screening in Camden? If you want to organise a local screening, get in touch with Glyn 07411 557097

- Occupation of Thurlow Lodge on the Aylesbury Estate really successful so far in stopping eviction as part of council plan to demolish and redevelop estate. Please visit and send support and donations c/o
Southwark Defend Council Housing, Thurlow Lodge Community Centre, 1Thurlow St SE17 2US  Message of support and collection sent to from today's meeting

- The London Festival of Architecture has fringe events this year- Alfie a trainee architect in favour of council housing, wants contributors for a series of interviews about social housing, to challenge stereotypes and raise awareness. 

NEXT MEETINGS:
31st Jan 6.30pm Hamilton House,  Mabledon Place, London WC1H 9BD
18th Feb 11am-1pm Unite offices, 128 Theobalds Rd WC1X 8TN


